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Bright, up for reelection to the Senate in January, wished a cabinet
office if he were defeated. Douglas wanted recognition given his lieu-
tenant., William A, Richardson, recently defeated for governor of Illi-
nois, and also his Missouri henchman, Judge Samuel Treat of the anti-
Benton faction. To choose between these meant trouble. There was,
however, a path to safety. If Buchanan took General Lewis Cass, who
was about to be turned out of the Senate by Michigan Republicans,
Douglas would acquiesce in relief that Bright was out, and Bright him-
self would be satisfied. The rub was that Buchanan and Cass never had
"got along"; Cass was aged, inefficient and was a British-baiter. How
could Buchanan settle British difficulties with this obese, almost senile,
Anglophobe in his cabinet? For the New England appointment the
President elect was considering former associates in Folk's cabinet,
Nathan Clifford of Maine and Isaac Toucey of Connecticut; the latter
was pressed by the Pierce men as their best hope for recognition in the
new regime.13
Ill
Making a cabinet was but one of Buchanan's responsibilities. He and
the party leaders had also to rewrite the policies and propaganda of the
party in the light of changed conditions. The old, faction-rent Democ-
racy must meet the challenge of the young, vigorous Republicans, and of
a radical southern press, at one and the same time. It must revise its
propaganda to appeal to all who feared radicalism, whether southern or
Republican. Buchanan must write an inaugural and look to the press.
While pondering his inaugural Buchanan sought to repair his press
fences, for, while the Republicans had a very able and aggressive press
led by Greeley and the Tribune, Democratic journalism was in a sad
state of confusion. The largest and most influential party paper, Ben-
nett's New Yor^ Herald, had bolted Buchanan for Fremont. The most
vigorous southern papers, the Mercury, the Delta, and even Wise's Rich-
mond Enquirer, were very much involved in the southern revolt. Worse,
the Washington Union, the so-called official "organ," was without effec-
tive editorial management; the campaign arrangement, whereby promi-
nent Democrats like Slidell and Cobb had helped edit it, could only be
temporary.